Antimicrobial- or Antiseptic-Impregnated Catheters Utilization Algorithm

Impregnated catheters are useful but do not take the place of good technique. Basic interventions such as
good skin antisepsis with an alcohol/chlorhexidine solution, the use of maximal bartier precautions, cleaning
needleless connectors appropriately before use, and making sure that those placing, maintaining, and accessing
catheters are using good technique should be instituted before impregnated catheters are considered.
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* Comprehensive strategy should include, at a minimum, the following:
« Educating health care personnel who insert and maintain CVCs
« Using maximal sterile barrier precautions
« Using a greater than 0.5% chlorhexidine preparation with alcohol for skin preparation prior to CVC insertion
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